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Section 504 Notice 
 

PARENT/STUDENT RIGHTS IN THE IDENTIFICATION, EVALUATION, AND PLACEMENT 
OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

(Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973) 
 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) prohibits discrimination against 
students and staff members with disabilities.  
 
Included in the regulations is the requirement that students with disabilities be provided a free, appropriate public education. 
These regulations encompass identification, evaluation, the provision of appropriate services, and procedural safeguards. 
 
Parents are entitled to have the opportunity to review relevant educational records under the Family Education Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA). 
 
The Administrator is the 504 and ADA Compliance Officer for the Rolling Hills Public Charter School. Anyone wishing to review 
the schoolôs 504 policies, including grievance procedures, may contact Rolling Hills Public Charter School Office @:   
 
8900 N. Horseshoe Bend Rd. 
Boise, ID 83714 
(208) 939-5400 Fax: (208) 939-5401 
  

The following is a description of the rights granted by federal law to students with disabilities.  The intent of the law is to inform 
parents of decisions and the right to disagree with these decisions. 
 
Parent/students have the right to: 

1. Take part in, and receive benefits from public education programs without discrimination because of his/her 
handicapping condition; 

2. Receive notice of the rights under federal law; 
3. Receive notice regarding student identification, evaluation, or placement of the student; 
4. Receive a free, appropriate public education.  This includes the right to be educated with non-disabled students to the 

maximum extent appropriate.  It also included the right to have the school district make reasonable accommodations 
to allow your child an equal opportunity to participate in school and school-related activities; 

5. Receive an education with facilities and services comparable to those provided non-disabled students; 
6. Receive special education and related services if he/she is found to be eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act; 
7. Have evaluation, educational and placement decisions made based upon a variety of information sources, and by 

persons who know the student, the evaluation data, and placement options; 
8. Have transportation provided to and from a program not operated by the district if the district places the student in the 

program; 
9. Have an equal opportunity to participate in nonacademic and extracurricular activities offered by the district; 
10. Examine all relevant records relating to decisions regarding the studentôs identification, evaluation, educational 

program and placement; 
11. Obtain copies of educational records at a reasonable cost unless the fee would effectively deny the access to the 

records; 
12. Receive a response from the school district to reasonable requests for explanations and interpretations of the 
studentôs records; 

13. Request amendment of the studentôs educational records if there is reasonable cause to believe that they are 
inaccurate, misleading or otherwise in violation of the privacy rights of the student.  If the school district refused this 
request for amendment, the parent will be notified within a reasonable time, and advised of the right to a hearing; 

14. Request mediation or an impartial due process hearing related to decisions or actions regarding the studentôs 
identification, evaluation, educational program or placement.  The parents and student may take part in the hearing 
and have attorney representation.  Hearing or mediation requests must be made to the school 504 Compliance 
Monitor; 

15. Ask for payment of reasonable attorney fees if the claim is successful; 
16. File a local grievance. 

 
For questions regarding compliance with Section 504, refer to John K. Montgomery, Rolling Hill Public Charter School ï 
Administrator ï 1-208-939-5400. 
 
*(29 U.S. C. 706(7) & 794; 34 C.F.R. Part 104, 20 U.S.C. & 12370 (34 C.F.R. part 99) 
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FERPA 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act Requirements (FERPA) 

 
Students and parent/guardians will be given notification of their rights as defined by FERPA once every year.   
 
Education records include a range of information about a student that is maintained in schools in any recorded 
way, such as handwriting, print, computer media, video or audio tape, film, microfilm, and microfiche.  Examples 
are: 
 

¶ Date and place of birth, parent(s) and/or guardian addresses, and where parents can be contacted in 
emergencies; 

¶ Grades, test scores, courses taken, academic specializations and activities, and official letters regarding 
a studentôs status in school. 

¶ Special education records; 

¶ Medical and health records that the school creates or collects and maintains; 

¶ Documentation of attendance, schools attended, courses taken, awards conferred, and degrees earned; 

¶ Personal information such as a studentôs identification code, social security number, picture, or other 
information that would make it easy to identify or locate a student. 

 
Records falling within the description of ñeducational recordò pursuant to the Family Educational rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) do not fall within the purview of HIPPAA requirements.  Reports, evaluations, summaries 
received by a school, including health records maybe shared with individuals with legitimate educational interest 
and will move with a student if he/she transfers. 
 
Parents or students have the right to: 

1. Inspect and review the studentôs records; 
2. Request to amend the studentôs education records to ensure that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or 
otherwise in violation of the studentôs rights or privacy; 

3. Consent to disclosure of personally identifiable information contained in a studentôs education records, 
except to the extent that the Act and its regulation authorize disclosure without consent; 

4. File with the U.S. Department of Education a complaint concerning allegations of failures by the agency 
or institution to comply with the requirements of the Act. 

5. Obtain a copy of the policy adopted by that agency or institution regarding how the requirements of the 
Act are met; 

6. Request a due process hearing regarding the contents of records; and  
7. Be informed of the cost of copies should copies be requested. 
 
Whenever a student has attained eighteen years of age, or is attending an institution of postsecondary 
education, the permission or consent required of parents and the rights accorded to the parents of the student 
shall thereafter only be required of and accorded to the student. 
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Rolling Hills Public Charter School 
Child Find Notice 

 

 
Child Find is a component of Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) that requires states to 
identify, locate, and evaluate all children with disabilities, aged birth to 21, who are in need of early 
intervention or special education services. 

In cooperation with non-public school agencies, the Child Find program helps parents, grandparents, 
teachers, and doctors identify children and young adults who may need developmental assistance. 

The program focuses on detecting delays or disabilities of children and young adults from age 3 through 
the semester in which they turn 21. They may be children who have difficulty walking, talking, hearing, or 
learning. They may have traits or behaviors that appear different from other children of their same age. 
They may experience discipline or relationship problems. 

Screening clinics for children ages 3 to 5 or individual referrals help detect problems with speech and 
language, hearing, motor, or pre-academic skills. The screening and testing are conducted by educational 
child specialists and are offered free of charge. Both services are available to public and non-public 
school children. 

In many cases, children may have no disabilities or delays, but are simply progressing at their own rate. 
In other instances, however, delays or disabilities may be detected. 

If children with mild delays or disabilities are not eligible for intervention services, the school may be able 
to suggest ways that parents can help their children at home. 

If the testing determines that a child is eligible for special education or related services, the public schools 
will work with the child's parents to design a program specific to their child's needs. The classroom 
teacher and appropriate staff will be involved, as well.  

In any instance, early intervention can be effective in preventing or treating learning disabilities, if they are 
identified before the child is 4 years of age. If you think a child may benefit from special education or 
related services, contact the Support Services Department at 208-939-5400 to discuss intervention or 
screening opportunities.  

Consistent with Federal and State regulations, Rolling Hills Public Charter School engages in ongoing 
ñChild Findò services to locate, identify, and evaluate all students with disabilities residing within its 
jurisdiction, ages 3 through 21. Rolling Hills Public Charter School, in conjunction with the Idaho State 
Charter Commission, has the responsibility to provide appropriate services to students who qualify. 
Among the services which are available to the students include but are not limited to: resource room 
assistance, speech/language therapy, vision and hearing screening, developmental preschool program, 
and any other related services available to students in the public school.  
 
Child Find activities are conducted (1) to create public awareness of special education programs, (2) to 
advise public of the rights of students, and (3) to alert the community residents of the need for identifying 
and serving children with disabilities from the age of 3 through the semester in which they turn 21. These 
children may have difficulty walking, talking, hearing, or learning, or may display behaviors that appear 
different from other children their age.  
 
If you know of a child who is 3 through 21 years of age who may have individual needs that result from 
disabilities or developmental delays, and who is not enrolled in a school program, please contact please 
contact our school administrator, John K. Montgomery, Ph.D., @ 208-939-5400 or 
jmontgomery@rhpcs.org.  If you are a parent and would like more information, or if you want your student 
screened, please contact the above telephone number. 
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Rolling Hills Public Charter School 
 

 
 

RHPCS Daily School Schedule 
 
Regular Day Schedule (Grades 1

st
 ï 8

th
):         

 
7:55 am       Students line up at back of school 
 
8:00 am       Students enter building    
  
2:30 pm       Student dismissal  
 
Regular Day Schedule (AM/PM Kindergarten) 
 
AM  Kindergarten        8:00 a.m. ï 10:50 a.m. regular day schedule 
 
PM  Kindergarten      11:40 a.m. ï 2:30 p.m. regular day schedule 
 
 
Early Dismissal/Shortened Day Schedule (K-8th) 
 
Early Dismissal/Shortened Day (Grades 1-8)   8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. ï NO LUNCH SERVED 
 
Early Dismissal/Shortened Day (AM Kindergarten)   8:00 a.m. ï 9:50 a.m. 
 
Early Dismissal/Shortened Day (PM Kindergarten)   10:10 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

 

 
RHPCS Daily Lunch Schedule 

 
1

st
 Grade 11:00 am ï 11:35 am 

2
nd 

Grade  11:20 am ï 11:55 am 
3

rd
 Grade  11:20 am ï 11:55 am 

4
th

 Grade 11:40 am ï 12:15 pm 
5

th
 Grade 11:40 am ï 12:15 pm 

6
th

 Grade 12:00 pm ï 12:35 pm 
7

th
 Grade 12:00 pm ï 12:35 pm 

8
th

 Grade 12:00 pm ï 12:35 pm  



 8 



 9 



 10 

RHPCS School Contact Information 
 

Mailing Address 
8900 N. Horseshoe Bend Rd. 
Boise, Idaho 83714 

Phone 208-939-5400 

Fax 208-939-5401 

Parent Faculty Association 
Catherine Moore, PFA President ï 
pfa@rhpcs.org 

Web Site  http://rhpcs.org/ 

John K. Montgomery, Ph.D., Administrator jmontgomery@rhpcs.org 

Teri Friend, Secretary contact@rhpcs.org 

RHPCS Board of Directors schoolboard@rhpcs.org 

Teacher Contact Information 

Class Name Phone # Voice Mail Email Address 

Administrator John K. Montgomery 
voice mail 

965-3650 (Cell) 
jmontgomery@rhpcs.org 

    

Secretary Teri Friend 939-5400 contact@rhpcs.org 

    

Kindergarten  Monique Botsford  mbotsford@rhpcs.org   

    

1
st
 Grade Amanda Smith  asmith@rhpcs.org 

    

2
nd

  Grade Jeannie Ketterling  jketterling@rhpcs.org 

    

3
rd

 Grade Amy Phillips  aphillips@rhpcs.org 

    

4
th
  Grade Erin Waller  ewaller@rhpcs.org 

 

5
th
  Grade Kelsey Sevier  ksevier@rhpcs.org 

    

Middle School Amy Pfaff  apfaff@rhpcs.org 

    

Middle School David Shubert  dshubert@rhpcs.org   

    

Middle School Tracy Nelson  tnelson@rhpcs.org 

    

Computer Lab Meisha Kurtz  mkurtz@rhpcs.org 

Music Tammy Fritz  tfritz@rhpcs.org 

P.E. / Science Mike Scott  mscott@rhpcs.org 

Special Education Phil Schoensee  pschoensee@rhpcs.org 

http://rhpcs.org/
mailto:jmontgomery@rhpcs.org
mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
mailto:schoolboard@rhpcs.org
mailto:jmontgomery@rhpcs.org
mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
mailto:mbotsford@rhpcs.org
asmith@rhpcs.org
mailto:jketterling@rhpcs.org
mailto:aphillips@rhpcs.org
mailto:ewaller@rhpcs.org
mailto:ksevier@rhpcs.org
mailto:apfaff@rhpcs.org
mailto:dshubert@rhpcs.org
mailto:tnelson@rhpcs.org
mailto:mkurtz@rhpcs.org
mailto:tfritz@rhpcs.org
mailto:mscott@rhpcs.org
mailto:pschoensee@rhpcs.org
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Rolling Hills Public Charter School 
Family Volunteer Program 

 

Rolling Hills Public Charter School (RHPCS) is a school of choice and is a parent participation school.  

Participating in our childrenôs education and developing the strong sense of community that comes from working 

with others toward a common goal are central to Harbor Method and mission of RHPCS.  Parentsô active 

participation is vital to the challenging work of educating all children at RHPCS.   By choosing to enroll your 

child, you are agreeing to participate in the work of the school.  Every family is expected to contribute to 

the school community through gifts of time and/or talent.  

Every adult has something to offer, be it artistic or writing skills, travels or experiences that could enrich 

classroom studies, a love for reading and interacting with children, a gift for organizing and planning events, or 

simply the willingness to help the faculty and staff carry out the everyday tasks necessary to running our fine 

school.  

How the Family Volunteer Program Works 
The school recently adopted a program of tracking and accounting for each familyôs voluntary contributions. Like 
any new program, this one requires explanation and a spirit of cooperation so that it can bring us to our common 
goal of educational excellence. 

¶ Each family is expected to provide at least 40 hours of volunteer hours per school year, or 10 hours a 
quarter; single parent family commitment is at least 24 hours per school year or 6 hours quarterly. The 
minimum requirement is the same, regardless of the number of children at the school. 

¶ Family members who may volunteer are parents/guardians, step-parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
siblings and cousins over the age of 18. (Others may be approved at the discretion of the Administrator). 

¶ Volunteers are expected to attend one of the Volunteer Training sessions offered at the beginning of the 
school year. 

¶ Volunteer hours are tracked to ensure that all Rolling Hillsô families participate. Accountability encourages 
everyone to reach a reasonable goal. 

 
Reporting Hours 

¶ Sign in at the front desk when you come in for your volunteer time during the school day. 

¶ When volunteering at RHPCS events (fundraisers, community building events, etc.) look for and sign in and 
out on the event volunteer log.  

¶ For offsite and/or after hours volunteer work, download and complete the Parent Participation Log Sheet 
(hard copy available in office).  The filled-out Log Sheet should be submitted quarterly.  You can send it with 
your child to school, email to contact@rhpcs.org, fax to 939-5401, or mail to  
Rolling Hills Charter School, Attn:  Parent Volunteer Committee 
8900 N Horseshoe Bend Road, Boise, ID 83714 

Please note   

¶ Hours are counted in 30-minute increments.  

¶ You are responsible for recording and submitting your hours.  

¶ Remember to keep a copy of your submission for your own records.  

What Qualifies as Volunteer Hours? 
There are nearly endless ways to serve our school and have an impact on the educational experience of the students at 
Rolling Hills!  Consider your skills, interests, and time availability to determine where and when you can best volunteer. 
Some suggestions follow, additional opportunities will arise throughout, or you develop and implement a unique way to 
serve (arrange with teacher, staff, Administrator, or PFA as appropriate).  But, most importantly - Jump Right In!!!   

Classroom Participation Opportunities 

¶ Scheduled Classroom Volunteers: Parents who work in the classroom work a consistent, scheduled time 

each week. Tasks vary depending upon the teacherôs needs, but may include such activities as working with 

an individual or small group of children, ñfloatingò to assist children as the need arises, working as an art 

parent, planning and hands on help with ELLCI projects and garden area, correcting assignments, 

classroom filing, and helping to prepare classroom materials.  Teachers depend on parents and plan their 

daily schedules based upon which parents will be in the classroom. It is essential that parents come when 

they are scheduled and arrive on time.   

mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
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¶ Informal Classroom Volunteers: Parents who come when available (on a non-scheduled basis) to 

complete open tasks on the teacher's óto doô list such as student support, filing, organizing, copying, and 

tidying up, etc. 

¶ Room Parent: Each class has a room parent representative. The room parent serves as a liaison between 
the teacher and parent community. Tasks may include scheduling class volunteers, delegating class support 
jobs, classroom communication coordinator, and organizing classroom item donations. 

¶ Class Celebrations: Parents can assist the teacher in planning and executing different activities and 
celebrations throughout the year.  

¶ At Home: Parents can support the classroom by doing work from your home.  Please contact your teacher to 
see if they need assistance in this way.   

School Wide Opportunities:   ***Please note the suggestions below are just a few ways to help.  The school will 
email different volunteer opportunities as they throughout the school year.***  
 
¶ School Support Jobs 

Á Ongoing: These volunteer activities are scheduled on a regular basis, such as helping in the office 3 
hours a week, vacuuming classrooms after school on specific day(s), lunch duty on specific day(s), etc.  

Á On-Call: These volunteer activities that are scheduled for working special events. 

¶ Parent Faculty Association (PFA): RHPCS has an extremely active PFA dedicated to building our 
school community and supporting our school, its faculty and staff, and families.  The PFA has many 
committees on which you can lead or serve and numerous events and activities throughout the year that 
require volunteers to be successful.  Visit http://www.rhpcs.org/parent-faculty-association/ for more 
information.   

¶ Fundraising/Events: Every family at the school is asked to volunteer to serve for at least one of the 
RHPCS fundraising events that occur throughout the year.  You can participate in event leadership, 
planning and preparations prior to the event, or work on set up, event activities, and/or clean up.  

¶ Athletics/Extracurricular Activities: You can support our student athletes by helping with 
training/coaching, transportation, and booster activities.  You could also share your unique talents by 
volunteering to teach or assist with an afterschool program (coordinate with the Administrator). 

¶ Meetings: Parents must attend Volunteer Orientation and should attend Board meetings, PFA meetings, 
and other school wide meetings as announced and held throughout the school year. Hours at meetings 
attended count toward volunteer hours.  

¶ School Board Committees:  Parents can significantly help the school by utilizing your time and expertise 
to serve on one of the committees of the RHPCS school board (e.g. finance, marketing, branding, 
recruitment) 

¶ Community Building: Parents can assist with school-wide events, parent education, etc. 

¶ Environmental Learning & Literacy Initiative (ELLCI): Parents with an interest in gardening and the 
beautiful resources of the great outdoors can help with the further development and implementation of our 
ELLCI program and its outdoor facilities. 

¶ Grant Writing: Parents can identify potential funding opportunities and/or write and compile applications to 
private and public grants 

¶ School Beautification:  Parents can participate weekly or on special school-wide days. 

¶ Library:  Our school library is run by volunteers.  You can help the library by dedicating time have the 

library open for the classroom times rotation. Volunteer help is needed to reshelve books, follow up on 

overdue books, and to categorize and label books donated to the library so that they can be added to our 

library inventory. 

¶ Other:  There are so many other possibilities! 

Á Professional/Other Services 
Á Purchasing or hand-making supplies/food items for a class, teacher or school function 
Á Emailing, researching, phoning, etc. for a committee 
Á Helping to plan and carry out an event for a class or the school 
Á Using your skills and contacts to help the school progress 

 

Alternative Arrangements 
Parents enroll their children at RHPCS by choice and with the understanding that parent participation is a vital aspect of the 
school program. This duty, which is both an opportunity and an obligation for each family, must be met. If some families find it 
difficult to meet their obligation, the principal will work with them to set up an individual parent participation plan. RHPCS is 
committed to working creatively with families to solve the problems they may face in meeting their commitments and helping 
them to find their niche for participation at Rolling Hills.    

http://www.rhpcs.org/parent-faculty-association/
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General Information 
 

Academic Procedures 
 
 

 Report Cards 
 

 Report cards are issued to students four times a year.  These reports show academic and effort 
grades, absences and tardies as well as information on pupil attitudes and work habits. 

 

 Grading Scale (%)  (4
th

 ï 8
th

) 
 

  90-100ééééé..A 
  80-89ééééééB 
  70-79ééééééC 
              60-69ééééééD 
  00-59ééééééF 
 

 Honor Roll (6
th

 ï 8
th

) 
 

 The Honor Roll is a means of giving special recognition to distinguished middle school students.  
The requirements reflect not only the studentôs achievement, but effort and citizenship as well.  
Achievement criteria are as follows: 

 
  1. Highest Honors  4.00 GPA 
  2. High Honors  3.99-3.76 GPA 
  3.  Honors   3.75-3.50 GPA 

 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

  
 Parent-teacher conferences will be held at the end of the first and third quarters.  Parents will be 

notified of scheduled dates and times.   
 

 Standardized Tests 
 

 Standardized tests such as ISAT and IRI are given to all students as required by state policies.  
The tests measure knowledge and skills accumulated by students in various subject areas.  
Results are given to students, parents and teachers to review achievement levels and areas 
needing improvement. 

 

Appointments with Administrator and/or Teachers (K-8) 
 
 We welcome your questions and concerns so please feel free to call the office if you would like to make 
 an appointment to visit with our staff. The administration is committed to spending time with students 
 and teachers and will be in classrooms much of the time.  The administrator and teachers will, in 
 general, operate on an appointment basis. 
 

 

Attendance/Absence/Tardy Policy (K-8) 
 
 All children of compulsory attendance age (6-16) are required by law to attend school. All enrolled  

K - 12 students are expected to be in school 100% of the time classes are in session, unless they 
are participating in school related activities otherwise excused by School Board Policy or Idaho State 
Law. 
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Attendance/Absence/Tardy Policy (K-8) ï continued 
 

More importantly, students need to be in school to be successful.  Attendance and punctuality are 
important elements of the educational process for all students.  Students with high absence rates and/or 
who are frequently tardy miss critical class material and instruction time leading them to fall behind and 
often perform at lower levels.  Reliability and promptness are key factors in employability.  Attendance 
also plays a critical role in the level of our school funding.  For these reasons, RHPCS holds students to a 
high standard for attendance expectations. 
  

The minimum standard for RHPCS student attendance is 96%.  
 This is a minimum. 

 
Student Attendance Is Critical to the Financial Solvency of our School  
RHPCSôs funding is based on obtaining an average of 96% attendance in Kindergarten through grade 8.  
Average daily attendance is determined on a weekly basis. It is critical to the financial viability of the 
school that parents/guardians adhere to their commitment of at least 96% attendance. 
 
Students who are not in attendance 96% of the time and whom are not on a 504 Accommodation Plan or 
have an IEP that accommodates for attendance will be referred to the Board of Directors for discussion of 
appropriate action that may include denying promotion to the next grade.   
 

Additionally, it is the policy of Rolling Hills Public Charter School to administratively withdrawal 
any student who accumulates 5 consecutive unexcused absences (see policy - Withdrawal Policy). 

 
 If a student accumulates excessive absences (15 absences in a semester), whether or not the 
absences are excused or unexcused, the student may be dropped from school. 
 

All absences, excused or unexcused, count toward the 96% attendance criteria, 
with the following exceptions: 
 
School approved absences that are not counted toward the 96% rule 
 

¶ (IA)  In-school Absence includes absences that occur within the school day that pull a student from class to 
another area within the school.  Examples include extended visits to the office, or when a student is at a school 
approved meeting. 

¶ (AA) Activity Absence is an absence for school sponsored programs in which classes will be missed. 

¶ (DR) Doctor Excused absence is an absence due to medical reasons that is confirmed with documentation by 
professional personnel, i.e. doctors, dentists, etc.. 

¶ (BR) Bereavement is an absence taken due to a death in the family. 

¶ (SC) School Excused absences include absences for extenuating circumstances approved by the 
administration. 

¶ (CA) Court Appearance absences used for students having legal obligations. 
 

 
Rolling Hills Public Charter School recognizes that attendance decisions ultimately rest with the parent or 
guardian.   Absences due to illness, accident, and death in the family are the only absences that 
Rolling Hills Public Charter School will consider excused absences. In order for these absences to 
be excused, oral or written communication from the studentôs parent or guardian must be 
received within 48 hours of the last day of the absence (please contact the school as promptly as 
possible).  All other absences will be considered unexcused unless there are extraordinary 
circumstances. Court appearances, professional appointments or religious observances may be 
considered extraordinary with administrative approval.  Family trips or vacations are NOT considered 
extraordinary. 
 
A physicianôs letter documenting the need for absence from school is required for absences due to illness 
that will cause the student to not meet the 96% attendance requirement. 

 
If your child is going to be absent from school, a parent or guardian needs to call the school at 939-5400 
or email to contact@rhpcs.org before 7:45  a.m.   If we donôt hear from you, we are obligated to verify the 
absence.  Please provide the following information: 

mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
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   a. Parent or guardianôs name 
   b. Studentôs name and grade 
   c. Reason for absence 
   d. Estimated date of return 

 
 

Student grades will be impacted by attendance: 
 

¶ 6th, 7th and 8th grade  
o Three (3) unexcused absences in a quarter will result in the dropping of one letter 

grade in each subject area during that same quarter. 
¶ K ï 8th level 

o Students who recognize the importance of attendance and punctuality will qualify 
for participation in the schoolôs recognition programs. 

 
If a student accumulates excessive absences (15 absences in a semester), whether or not the 
absences are excused or unexcused, the student may be dropped from school. 

 
Appeal Process 
 

¶ If a student disputes an absence-based decision, the student will be required to present 
his/her academic goals and attendance commitment to a faculty committee selected by 

the administrator. Following this process, the committee may recommend an amendment 
to the disputed decision, including recommending the student for re-enrollment. The 
student may be reenrolled if space allows. Otherwise, the student will be placed on the 
waiting list for his/her grade level. The administrator and faculty committee will make 
decisions in keeping with the overall intent of this policy. The appeal process will be first 
to the school administrator and faculty committee and second to the board of trustees. 
 

Make-up Homework  
 

¶ When a student has an excused absence, such as illness, they are given two (2) days for 
every day absent to make up missing homework. In the upper grades, it is the studentôs 
responsibility to make sure they receive and complete all of the missing assignments. 

¶ Additionally, while the student is home ill, they may be able to do some of the regular 
assigned homework. Rather than calling the school for ñhomework packetsò, please 
check the RHPCS website for assignments. Most students know their math assignments 
from week to week as the classes work through the math book in lesson order.  

¶ Students are not allowed to make-up homework for unexcused absences. 
 
Tardies  
 

¶ Punctuality is an important life skill and a measure of employability. 

¶ Students are expected to line up at 7:55 a.m., and at 8:00 a.m. academic instruction 
begins immediately in RHPCS classrooms. 

¶ Students who arrive at school after school starts at 8:00 a.m. should report to the main 
office.  This will help to ensure that your child is not mistakenly counted as absent for the 
entire day. 

¶ Students not in class by 8:05 a.m. will be considered tardy. 

¶ The only ñexcusedò tardies are for illness or scheduled medical appointments. 

¶ Three (3) unexcused tardies are equivalent to one unexcused absence and furthermore 
subject to the policy/consequences related to unexcused absences. 

¶ In addition, at the middle school level, for every three (3) unexcused tardies, the student 
will be required to serve one (1) hour of detention. 
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Backpacks (6-8) 
 
 Backpacks should be no larger than dimensions of 16ò X 12ò X 7ò. Backpacks need to be able to fit 
 comfortably into student lockers and will remain there throughout the day.  A small handbag may be 
 carried from class to class. 
 

Before and After School (K-8) 
 
  We are concerned about student safety and do not want children on the playground unsupervised. 

Students are not allowed on the playground before 7:45 a.m.   Students are expected to enter and 
exit buildings and school grounds by the established exit routes and not linger on the school grounds after 
school is released.  STUDENTS ARE TO BE PICKED UP WITHIN 15 MINUTES AFTER THE END OF 
SCHOOL.  STUDENTS ARE TO BE PICKED UP IMMEDIATELY AT THE SCHEDULED COMPLETION 
OF AN AFTERSCHOOL SPORT OR ACTIVITY. 

 

¶ Students who walk home are expected to go directly home and to respect the property of 
others to and from home. 

¶ Teacher and office should be notified if student is authorized to bike or walk home after 
school. 

 

Bicycles, Scooters, Skateboards, Rollerblades (K-8) 
 

Students are not allowed to ride bicycles, scooters, skateboards or rollerblades on the school grounds 
before, during or after school.  Bikes, scooters, and skateboards are to be walked on and off school 
grounds.  ñOffò is when you have crossed the street and/or are completely off of school property.  Bicycles 
are to be kept in the bike racks.  Scooters and skateboards must be kept in designated locations.  
Students should have locks to prevent theft. The school is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged 
bicycles, scooters, or skateboards. 

 

Birthdays (K-8) 
 

Birthday celebrations (with teacher approval) are held in the classrooms at the end of the month for all 
students with birthdays during that month.  Teachers will let parents/guardians know the day and time of 
the planned classroom birthday celebration, this will normally be the last Friday of the monthélast 30 
minutes of the school day.   Students with summer birthdays will celebrate their birthdays in May with the 
May birthdays. 

  
 Please Note:  

¶ Party invitations may only be distributed at school if the entire class is given 
invitations. 

¶ In order to protect instructional time, flowers or balloons will not be delivered to 
classrooms. The student will be given a note letting them know that they can pick them 
up at the office at the end of the school day. 

 

Board Elections and Meeting Procedures  
 

Board meetings are monthly meetings held by the Rolling Hills Charter School Board of Directors and are 
open to the public.  The monthly board meeting typically occurs on the same day of each month.  School 
board meeting date, time and location information are posted on the School Board page on the schoolôs 
website, go to  http://www.rhpcs.org/school-board/ for the most current information.  

 
The Board may also hold additional meetings as it finds it necessary to do so.  The notice for these 

meetings will be posted on the front of the school building, on the schoolôs website and at the Eagle 

Public Library, in compliance with Idaho Code. 

http://www.rhpcs.org/school-board/
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It is the intent of the Board to allocate a portion of its monthly meetings for public comment.  Depending 

on the agenda and the schedules of the Board members, however, public comment may not always be 

permitted.  Those wishing to offer comment may submit their comment, request, inquiry, etc. in writing to 

the Board either at the Board meeting or via email at the Boardôs email address, schoolboard@rhpcs.org. 

 A Board member will contact the individual to inform him/her what action the Board will take in response 

to the comment.      

 Board elections are to be held in compliance with the Schoolôs Charter and Bylaws. 

Building Hours and Security (K-8) 
 

Classrooms will be unlocked during the school day to ensure the safety and security of all faculty, staff,          
and students.  All visitors must check in and out through the office.  Volunteers who have attended          
volunteer training are allowed access to campus buildings.  All other visitors/groups must be escorted          
while on campus.  

 

Calendar ï Our full school calendar can be found on our website  www.rhpcs.org 

 

Checking Students Out of Class (K-8) 
 

If you need to pick up your child during the school day, please follow the procedures below. For safety 
purposes, students will not be released to any person other than parent/guardian without written 
authorization from the parent/guardian. 

 

¶ All visitors must sign in and out through the office. 

¶ Sign student out on the checkout sheet at reception desk. Please DO NOT go directly to the 
studentôs classroom. 

¶ One of three things will then happen: 
1. The teacher will be contacted by phone and a request will be asked to send the student 

to the office. 
2. The teacher will be contacted and the visitor will be escorted to the room. 
3. Office staff will go to the classroom to get the student. 

¶ You may be asked to provide identification (driverôs license) establishing your relationship with the 
child. 

¶ If your name does not appear on the enrollment form, you may not pick up the child without 
written authorization from the parent/guardian. 

¶ Additional measures may be necessary to establish permission to pick up a student. We appreciate 
your patience with our safety measures. As we become familiar with parentsô faces, identification 
may not be necessary each time for checkout. 

¶ Students leaving school for professional appointments must notify the office before school, when 
they leave, and again when they return. 

 
Complaint Policy - Patron Complaint Policy 

 
1. Any complaints regarding an employee or issues relating to the operation of individual classrooms or 

the school should follow these procedures. All concerns will be considered to be confidential by all 
concerned parties. All concerns will be consistent with the operational policies of the Board of 
Directors of Rolling Hills Public Charter School. 

  
 The safe and orderly operation and environment of the school is the primary consideration in 

considering all complaints and concerns. 
 

a.   A parent who is concerned about the performance of their own child should consult 
with the teacher. 
i. If the parent and teacher are not able to resolve the problem, then it should be 

taken to the school principal for appropriate consideration. 

mailto:schoolboard@rhpcs.org
http://www.rhpcs.org/
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b. A parent who is concerned with certain aspects of the operation of the classroom, 
the Harbor Method or the curriculum should consult with the school principal. 
i. The principal will bring the concern to the Governing Board should it not be 

resolved to the patron, teacher and administratorôs satisfaction. 
c. A patron who is concerned with the operation of the school, the performance of the 

administrator or school policies should consult with the school principal. 
i. The principal will bring the concern to the Governing Board should it not be 

resolved. 
 

2. The Board of Directors shall not consider any complaint raised by a parent or any other party in open 
meeting unless that issue has first been presented to the school administrator and a satisfactory 
resolution has not been reached. 

 
3.  Any complaint relating to any employee or any student or group of students will only be addressed 

by the Board of Directors in executive session. The Board reserves the right to utilize any 
investigative tool or technique legally available to make factual findings relating to a complaint prior 
to making any decisions. 

 
Computer, Internet & Network Use Procedure 

 

The Internet is a global network that will provide your child with access to a wide range of information 
from across the world.  Use of the Internet for educational projects will assist in preparing your child for 
success in life and work in the 21st Century.  
 
We are pleased to offer students of Rolling Hills Public Charter School (RHPCS) access to the computer 
network for Internet access.  To be allowed access to the RHPCS computer network, all students 
under the age of 18 must obtain parental permission and must complete, sign and return the 
ñUser Agreement and Parent Permission Formò portion of the Computer, Internet & Network Use 
Procedure document (a copy of this document can be found on page 36 of this handbook).   
 
 While it is our intent to make Internet access available to further educational goals and learning 
objectives, students may find ways to access information that is objectionable.  Our school will restrict 
access to material that is inappropriate in the school environment and is working to install software that 
filters or limits access to this type of information.  The school believes that the benefits to students from 
accessing the Internet and collaboration through the use of technology far exceed the disadvantages. 
  
Ultimately, however, parents, and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the 
standards that their children should follow when using media and information sources. 

 
The following are not permitted: 

   

¶ Sending or displaying offensive messages or pictures  

¶ Using obscene language  

¶ Harassing, insulting or attacking others  

¶ Damaging computers, computer systems or computer networks  

¶ Violating U.S., state & local laws including all copyright laws 

¶ Using others' login IDs & passwords  

¶ Trespassing in others' folders, work or files  

¶ Intentionally wasting limited technology resources  

¶ Employing the network for commercial or political purposes 
 

Violations of the policy may result in a loss of privileges as well as other disciplinary and/or legal 
action. 

 
Finally, RHPCS retains control, custody, and supervision of all computers, networks, and Internet services 
owned or leased by the school.  RHPCS reserves the right to monitor all computer and Internet activity by 
students. Students have no expectations of privacy in the use of school computers, including e-mail and 
stored files.  
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Dress Code (K-8) Uniform Standard: 
 
 Tops - Girls and Boys: 
 

¶ Long or short sleeve, solid color polo shirts (may include RHPCS polos). [Collar must be same 
color as shirt, no stripes]. (Middle school girls and boys may wear striped polo-type shirts) 

¶ Solid color undershirts or camisoles may be worn under polo shirts 

¶ Midriffs, tube tops, halter-tops, spaghetti straps, net tops, plunging necklines or other tops that 
may reveal abdomen or excessively reveal the chest or underarm area are not to be worn. 

¶ Only solid color sweaters or sweatshirts (including RHPCS sweatshirts) 

¶ Dress code shirt must be top shirt. Decorative tops or vests should not be worn. 

  
 Bottoms - Girls and Boys: 
 

¶ Navy or khaki pants or shorts. (girls may also wear navy or khaki skirts, skorts, capris or  
jumpers) 

¶ Skirts, dresses, skorts and shorts must fall at least the length of dangling fingertips (mid-thigh). 

¶ Underwear or under garments are not to be visible on either the upper or lower parts of the body. 

¶ Pants are to be worn at the natural waist level (no sagging pants). 

¶ Sweat pants, denim jeans, stretch or stirrup pants or athletic shorts may not be worn. 

¶ Solid color leggings or tights may be worn under uniform bottoms. 

¶ Shorts may be worn August ï October and April ï May. 
 

 Footwear- Girls and Boys: 
 

¶ Closed toed shoes are required for physical education with tennis shoes being recommended 

¶ Strapped sandals acceptable in classroom 

¶ Shoe heels should not exceed two inches for safety reasons. 

¶ No ñskate shoesò allowed 

  
 Makeup: 

Makeup may not be worn. 
 

 Other RHPCS Dress Code Guidelines: 
 

¶ Students should have a neat, clean, and well-groomed appearance. 

¶ Clothing should not be ripped, torn, shredded or have obvious holes. 

¶ Visible tattoos are not acceptable. 

¶ Unnatural hair coloring or excessive spiking (i.e. punk) is not acceptable. 

¶ Students will be allowed to wear a maximum of one pair of earrings. No other pierced jewelry is 
allowed for boys or girls. 

¶ Clothing should be as well-fitted as reasonably possible (i.e. no skin tight, see-through or over 
revealing tops or bottoms of any nature). 

¶ No hats, hoods, scarves or non-religious head coverings of any kind are to be worn while inside 
the school buildings. However, hats, visors or other acceptable head coverings will be allowed 
outside to protect from the cold and the sun. 

¶ Clothing or any item brought to school such as outer wear, backpacks, lunch boxes, notebooks, 
jewelry and hair pieces may not have any insignias, patterns, graphics, writing or messages that 
are obscene or relating to drugs, alcohol, tobacco, any illegal activity or any sexual innuendos. 

¶ Gang attire of any kind is strictly prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to garments that are 
suggestive, colors, bandanas, or belts that have gang symbols or innuendos on them. 

¶ Any attire, grooming habit, or possession that disrupts the educational atmosphere will not be 
allowed. 

¶ Special days that would not adhere to certain portions of this dress code may be allowed 
with the permission of the school administrator and announced in advance. 
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¶ The school administrator holds the right to determine if any apparel, jewelry, hair or other item is 
not appropriate for the Rolling Hills Public Charter School. 

 

Drop Off and Pick Up 
 

Student morning drop off begins at 7:45 a.m.  Please remember to have students get out of the car 
through the right side doors so they do not step out in front of incoming cars.  When leaving the parking 
lot during drop off and pick up times, please be considerate to other parents by making right hand turns 
only out of the school driveway so that traffic will keep moving through the drop off and pick up area 
during designated times.   

   
When picking up students at school dismissal time (the period of time from about 2:20 ï 2:45 p.m.), 
please do not leave your car.  If you need to do so, please park in the parking lot.  Drive 5 mph while on 
school grounds and pull directly next to the curb to have students enter your car.  Please pull up when 
space is available.  Do not have students cross in front of waiting cars to reach your vehicle.  This can be 
extremely dangerous. 
 
Please refrain from using your cell phone while maneuvering through the school parking lot and 
driveways.  Your full attention to driving is necessary to keep our students safe. 

 
Environmental Education 
 

Environmental Science Education 

 
 I. Environmental Science is integrated into the current science curriculum for K-5: 

A. Understand the Importance of Natural Resources and the Need to Manage and Conserve 
Them. 

B. Common Environmental Quality Issues, Both Natural and Human Induced. 
II. Environmental Science is integrated into the current science curriculum for Grades 6-8 with 

special considerations: 
A.  6

th
 Grade ï McCall Outdoor Science School (MOSS) Program: At the 6

th
 grade MOSS 

workshop in McCall, Idaho, students learn about forest health, recycling, conserving energy 
and food, etc.  For an entire week, the students are immersed in environmental education 
and practice environmentally friendly habits. Upon returning to school, the students continue 
to refer back to this experience as is it applies to related school and home activities. 

B. RHPCS uses resources from the Idaho Environmental Education Association and Idaho 
Forest Products Commissionôs Project Learning Tree and focuses on the Guideline of the 
North American Association for Environmental Education in the middle grades as follows: 

1. Strand 1: Questioning, Analysis, and Interpretation Skills 
2. Strand 2: Knowledge of Environmental Processes and Systems 
3. Strand 3: Skills for understanding and Addressing Environmental Issues 

4. Strand 4: Personal and Civic Responsibility 

 
Environmental Literacy and Living Classroom Initiative (ELLCI) 

¶ Nestled at the base of the Boise Foothills and only blocks away from the Boise River, Rolling Hills 
Public Charter School is a rising star in the Treasure Valley. Rolling Hills is a true community school, 
sitting on land acquired from the Patten Dairy Farm. It has embraced its historical roots and the 
culture of the surrounding area through an ambitious Environmental Literacy and Living Classroom 
Initiative (ELLCI). 

¶ Focused on high academic achievement, Rolling Hills has employed the Harbor Method to deliver 
Shurley English, Saxon math paired with Harbor concept boards, and a hands-on science program. 
 Rolling Hillsô plan to pair its structured educational approach with a creative, discovery and inquiry 
based, approach to learning in its outdoor classroom is deliberate. 

¶ Students need structure and routine, but they also need opportunities to apply and integrate 
knowledge across all grade levels. The ELLCI program that is embedded through-out the curriculum 
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K-8 will allow this to occur seamlessly. For more information about the ELLCI program at each grade 
level, please click below on the PowerPoint presentation. If you are a parent or business that would 
like to become involved in Rolling Hillôs Environmental Literacy and Living Classroom Initiative please 
contact us at ellci@rhpcs.org. 

 
Extracurricular Participation 
 

There are a variety of activities in which students can become involved. Among these are athletics, 
student government, and service clubs. 
 
Eligibility: 
 

¶ To be eligible to participate in games/matches/meets/activities, students participating in school 
activities/athletics must: 

1. Maintain passing grades in all classes. 
2. Have no more than one óDô in all classes. 

Á Grade checks will be requested weekly by the coaches/advisors. Grade checks 
will begin within two weeks after the activity start date. Grades will only be 
checked at the beginning of each week. The following guidelines will be followed 
for each student that is involved in a school activity and has one failing grade or 
two or more Dôs. 

3.  From the date of notification by the classroom teacher/athletic director, the student has 
one week to raise their grades, or show significant improvement as determined by the 
classroom teacher. 

4.  If the grade(s) in question is not raised or the student does not show significant 
improvement after one week, the student will not be eligible to participate in the upcoming 
weekôs games/matches/meets/activities. The student will be required to practice and 
attend all contests/activities as a part of the team, but will not participate in the event. 

5.  If the grade(s) is not raised after two weeks the student will not be allowed to practice or 
participate in any of the weekôs activities. 

6.  If the grade(s) is not raised after the third week the student may be removed from the 
team. 

¶ Students must be in attendance at school for the entire day in order to participate in 
extracurricular activities after school or in the evening of that same day. Exceptions may include: 

o court appearance 
o bereavement 
o medical/dental appointments 
o family emergency. 
o  Any exception will be determined by the Administration. 

¶ Any student receiving a behavioral DAR (Disciplinary Action Report) or suspension will incur 
loss of eligibility for extra-curricular activities during the next five school days. 

 
Fire Drills (K-8) 
 
 Fire drills will be held monthly.  When the alarm sounds, students will go quickly and quietly outside the 
 building to designated areas.  An announcement will be made when students are to return to class. 

 
Food, Drink, Gum (K-8) 
 

Food and drink are allowed only in the cafeteria unless approved by a teacher or administrator. 
Gum is strictly prohibited.   

 
Guidance and Counseling (K-8) 
 

Rolling Hills Public Charter School does not have a counselor on staff.  The office is always open to 
students.  If the Administrator is not available, a message can be left with the secretary. 

mailto:ellci@rhpcs.org
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Graduation / Continuation (5th Grade / 8th Grade) 
 
  Graduation is a celebration reserved for 8

th
 grade students graduating from RHPCS. 

 
Continuation is a celebration reserved for Kindergarten students continuing to 1

st
 grade, and 5

th
 grade 

students continuing to the 6
th
 grade.   

 
  Graduation and Continuation ceremonies will generally be held in May.  Details will be provided by the 

teacher and/or the school office. 
 

Hall Passes (K-8) 
 
 Hall Passes are required of all students when they are out of their assigned class. Students without hall 
 passes will be escorted back to class. 
 

Harbor Essentials for Parents ï see information available on the school website, www.rhpcs.org 

 
Home/School Communications (K-8) 
 
  We make every attempt to keep you informed of school events and your childôs progress.  
 
  Email will be our primary tool for communication.   
 

  Information about school events will be on the school website.   www.rhpcs.org 

 
 We also encourage you to contact your childôs teacher with any questions or concerns you may have. 
 Working as a team benefits your child. You may contact your childôs teacher by note, phone message, 
 or by e-mail.  Your teacher will let you know the best way to reach them. 
 
 E-mail is the fastest way to reach the office, teacher, or administrator. 
 

Homework Guidelines (K-8)  
 

The education of todayôs children must be considered a team effort by both parents and teachers. 
Research shows that the most successful students, regardless of family income level or ethnic 
background, are those who have regularly structured homework time. This parent-assisted practice 
serves a dual purpose: 
 
1. It communicates to the child his/her priority in the parentôs life. This contact time develops more than 

academic skills; it develops a sense of self-value, and builds memories. 
2. The discipline of nightly homework creates a habit that will benefit the student throughout life. 

 
Schoolôs objective for homework: 
 
1. Practice/Review ï reinforce skills and concepts taught during class 
2. Responsibility ï develop organizational and time management skills as well as self-discipline 
3. Feedback ï gives teachers a view of students understanding and application of material taught (4th-

8th) 
4. Preparation ï students preview material that will be presented and discussed in more detail during 

class (6th-8th) 
 
It is our intent to require reasonable and constructive assignments that will encourage the studentôs 
success in the classroom. It is important that our parents share our beliefs about homework and will 
support us in this. We view parental support in the homework area as encouragement, setting a 
homework time, and following through to ensure that the work is completed. We donôt expect parents to 

http://www.rhpcs.org/
http://www.rhpcs.org/
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re-teach the assignment to their child or check the homework for errors. Additionally, to do well in school 
your child must be present, on time, healthy, rested, and attentive. 
 
At the middle school level (6th-8th), homework expectations increase and the responsibility of completing 
homework and applying skills and knowledge obtained in class to outside class work rests upon the 
student. Students are expected to use their personal student agenda book to document homework 
assignments and due dates. Parents can support their student by establishing a structured homework 
time and checking their studentôs agenda book for assignment due dates. Students who fail to complete 
homework, may miss lunch recess and/or specials classes (music, art, computer, Spanish, etc.) to 
complete their work. This is a natural consequence and a method of holding students accountable, as 
well as helping them be prepared for further classroom discussions. The result of students not completing 
homework and being unprepared impacts the entire class causing a disruption to the instructional 
effectiveness of the school. Therefore, those who habitually fail to complete homework may experience 
additional consequences. 
 
Make-up Homework  
 

¶ When a student has an excused absence, such as illness, they are given two (2) days for every 
day absent to make up missing homework. In the upper grades, it is the studentôs responsibility to 
make sure they receive and complete all of the missing assignments. 

¶ Students are not allowed to make-up homework for unexcused absences. 
 

 
Honor Code - Rolling Hills Public Charter School (K-8) 
 
 Basic School Rules 

1. Keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself 
2. What comes out of your mouth should be civil and decent. 

 

¶ RHPCS will be free from fear and anxiety about personal safety and where every teacher and 
every student is free from intimidation, bullying, violence or the threat of violence. 

¶ RHPCS has a zero tolerance for threatening behavior and weapons. 

¶ RHPCS will not tolerate bullying, taunting, teasing, harassment, intimidation and fighting. 

¶ Every student will have a positive relationship with a caring teacher and/or another adult. 

¶ Students and adults will learn to respect one another and develop sensitivity for diversity. 

¶ All parents are welcome partners in teaching, learning and management. 

¶ RHPCS will have high ethical standards for behavior and character education infused throughout 
the school, the curriculum and the community. 

¶ RHPCS will promote the social and emotional growth of students as well as high academic 
achievement. 

¶ RHPCS will identify disruptive and violence-prone students with accompanying problems and 
needs at the earliest possible age.  These students will be evaluated, and where necessary, 
referred to an intervention program. 

 
Early Identification, Evaluation, and Intervention 
 
Violence is a learned behavior and therefore can be unlearned.  Violent, violence prone, intolerant, and 
bullying behavior can often be identified at an early age through the use of warning signs and predictive 
profiles. 
 
Programs to Engage and Support Students 
 
Students who are engaged in learning, feel cared for, and supported by adults are less likely to develop 
violent, violence-prone, intolerant, and bullying behaviors.  RHPCS will strive to ensure that all students 
have a positive relationship with a caring adult.   
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Promoting Well Adjusted, Respectful Students 
 

Character education will be emphasized to a great degree and expanded throughout the school.   
 

 Pillars of Character ï Character Education - Keys to Success  
 

¶ Respect 

¶ Responsibility 

¶ Citizenship 

¶ Caring 

¶ Trustworthiness 

¶ Fairness 

 
  The following will be taught to all students in the context of the Essential Learning Skills: 
 

1. Learning To Learn 
2. Personal and Social Responsibility 
3. Interpersonal Skills 
4. Communication Skills 
5. Expanding and Integrating Knowledge 

 
We are responsible for providing an environment in which all children can and do learn. To this end, we 
must be sure that our school is safe and orderly, and free of intimidation and harassment. It is important 
that each student behave in a manner that will help him/her receive the best possible education and that 
does not interfere with the educational opportunities of others. 

 
 Inappropriate behavior includes, but is not limited to the following: 
 

1. Harassment (threats, teasing, name calling, intimidating other students) 
2. Inappropriate behavior (rough play, rules violation, disrespect, profanity or vulgar or offensive 

language).     
3. Fighting (physical assault aimed at another). 
4. Vandalism (destruction or defacing of school property). 
5. Insubordination (willful defiance or choosing not to act as instructed by staff or administration) 
6. Gang or hate group activity. 
7. Possession of a weapon: any object which could be used to injure another person and has no 

school-related purpose  will be considered a weapon for purposes of this policy, including, but not 
limited to, knives, guns, chemicals, and sharp objects. 

8. Possession or use of drug, tobacco or alcohol on school property is strictly prohibited. 
9. Theft or possession of stolen property. 
10. Excessive absences, tardiness, or truancy. 

 
Bullying - Strictly Prohibited) 

 
 It is the policy of RHPCS to maintain a safe school environment for all students while attending school, 
 and attending school sponsored activities.  Bullying, regardless of the specific nature of the studentsô 
 behavior, is disruptive to a safe school environment and will not be tolerated. 
 
  Definitions 

 
1. Bullying means any intentional gesture or any intentional written, verbal or physical act or threat 

by a student that a reasonable person under the circumstances should know, will have the effect 
of: 

a. Harming a student; or 
b. Damaging a studentôs property; or 
c. Placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to his or her person; or 
d. Placing a student in reasonable fear of damage to his or her property; or 
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e. Is sufficiently severe, persistent or pervasive that it creates an intimidating, threatening or 
abusive educational environment for a student; or 

f. Unreasonably interferes with an individualôs educational performance; or 
g. Otherwise adversely affects an individualôs educational opportunities. 
 

2. Cyberbullying is an aggressive, intentional act carried out by a group or individual using electronic 
forms of contact.  These include but are not limited to: 

 
a. Text message bullying involves sending unwelcome texts that are threatening or cause 
discomfort. 
b. Picture/video-clip bullying via mobile phone camera 
c. Phone call bullying via mobile phone 
d. Email bullying 
e. Chat room bullying 
f. Bullying through instant messaging (IM) 
g. Bullying via websites 

 
 Prohibited Behavior: 

 
1. Physical abuse against a student, including but not limited to, hitting, pushing, tripping, kicking, 
blocking, or restraining anotherôs movement; causing damage to antherôs clothing or possessions; 
and anotherôs belongs. 

2. Verbal abuse against a student, including, but not limited to, spreading harmful or inappropriate 
rumors regarding another, drawing inappropriate pictures or writing inappropriate statements 
regarding another, and intentionally excluding another from groups, or similar activities. 

3. Bullying also includes any act of retaliation taken against: 
a. Any person bringing a complaint of bullying 
b. Any person assisting another person in bringing a complaint of bullying, or 
c. Any person participating in an investigation of an act of bullying. 

 
Inappropriate behavior may result in removal from class, loss of recess privileges, after school detention, 
in school suspension, suspension from school, referral to a support team, community service, or other 
disciplinary action.  Parents may be asked to spend time with their child at school and/or on an 
Intervention Team. Severe misconduct may result in police intervention.  

 
  Consequences will correspond with the severity of the offense. 
 

 We believe that students should behave appropriately. We teach students how to act with respect and 
 responsibility in various settings including restrooms, hallways, cafeteria, playground, assemblies, 
 library, entering/exiting, before/after school, field trips, etc. In addition, each teacher has a discipline  
 plan for managing his/her classroom. 

 
  Disciplinary Procedures: 

 
   Level I: Teacher Level Management 
 

Classroom management is the first phase of the behavior management process. Each teacher 
has a classroom/recess/school management plan that includes expectations for student behavior 
at school, consequences for inappropriate behavior, refocus procedures and provisions for 
student conferencing and parent contact.  

 
   Level II: Team Level Management (Parent, Student, Teacher) 
 

Level II management involves repeated disruptive behavior and the continued violation of 
school/classroom rules. Such behavior disrupts the learning process and/or learning environment.   
Interventions may include counseling referral, informal interventions, daily behavior contract, loss 
of recess, after school detention, parent-student-teacher conference, or other interventions as 
agreed on by parent and teacher. The parents will be notified by the teacher. 
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   Level III: Administrative Level Management 
 

Level III is considered SEVERE BEHAVIOR. Severe behavior is any action that threatens the 
safety or welfare of any person and/or significantly disrupts the learning process or environment.  

 

  Prohibited or Restricted Items 

 
¶ Cell phones, radios, headphones/earbuds, tape or CD players, iPod, mp3 players, trading cards, 

cameras, or noise-making toys.  Gambling devices: dice, playing cards, etc. 

¶ Drugs, alcoholic beverages, narcotics, cigarettes, cigarette lighters, matches, and look a-likes. 

¶ Explosive devices, firecrackers, fireballs, cherry bombs, etc.   

¶ Toys, specifically those which are realistic simulations of guns and knives. 

¶ Gang identification paraphernalia including but not limited to beepers, shirts, gloves, rags or 
bandannas. 

¶ Laser pointers: Laser pointers are not allowed on the school grounds or at school functions. 

¶ Toys, games, and recess equipment (unless approved by the teacher). Playground equipment is 
provided at school.  Please do not bring toys or play items from home. 

 
 Students can use electronic communication or data devices only in a manner consistent with 
 instructional and testing activities in the classroom.  These devices include, but are not limited to, 
 handheld calculators, PDAôs, pagers, cell phones, music playing devices, electronic book devices, 
 cameras, and laptop computers.  Use of these devices must not violate school policy include cheating, 
 classroom disruption, or access, creation, or possession of inappropriate materials.  Students who bring 
 electronic devices to school do so at their own risk.  The school assumes no liability.  If policies are 
 violated, on the first offense the device may be confiscated until a parent picks it up.  On the second 
 offense, the device may be confiscated until the end of the year. 
 
 

Idaho Public Records Law 

Idaho Code §§ 9-337 through 9-350 is commonly referred to as the Idaho Public Records Law, which was 
passed in 1990. The Idaho Public Records Law relates to the disclosure of information by all state and 
local government entities. There is a presumption that all records maintained by public agencies are open 
to the public for inspection and copying at all reasonable times, unless the information is specifically 
exempted from disclosure by law.   The Idaho Public Records Law does not require state agencies to 
provide multiple copies of the same document. 

 
Insurance (K-8) 
 
 Injuries that occur from accidents during school hours or while participating in school activities are 
 usually covered by family medical plans.  RHPCS does not provide medical insurance to automatically 
 pay for medical expenses when students are injured at school.  The school does have basic liability 
 coverage as required by the State of Idaho.  Lost, stolen, or damaged equipment or clothing is not 
 covered by school insurance. 

 
Library (K-8) 
 

Rolling Hills Charter School has a library next to the Café area. No food or drinks are allowed in the 
library.  The library is staffed by volunteers.  Students make trips to the library to check out books with 
their teacher on a weekly basis.  Students are responsible for the care and return of the books/materials 
they check out from the library.  Parents will be responsible to pay the replacement cost of any item check 
out by their child that is lost, stolen, or returned to the library in damaged condition.   
 
Donations to our library are always appreciated, whether they are of books, time, or monetary help. 

 

 

http://www3.state.id.us/idstat/TOC/09003KTOC.html
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Lockers (6-8) 
 

Studentsô lockers are provided for the convenience of the student and to help protect school issued 
property.  Even though the lockers are assigned to students, the school does not relinquish control over 
lockers at any time.  Lockers will be checked periodically.  Students are responsible for articles in their 
lockers and are to keep them locked at all times.   A lock will be provided to all students.  If a lock or 
locker does not function properly, an adult should be notified.  RHPCS is not responsible for lost or stolen 
articles.  Students are not to share lockers or combinations with others unless assigned by the school 
administrator.  Inappropriate pictures or images depicting anything explicit or illegal are not permitted.  No 
drugs (prescription/non-prescription) including aspirin, cold medicines, etc., are allowed in lockers.  These 
should be kept in the school office. 

 

Loitering (K-8) 
 

Non-students will not be permitted to loiter on school grounds.  Students who are not enrolled at RHPCS 
are not allowed to check in and out without administrative approval.  Students not involved in school 
activities are expected to be off school grounds within 15 minutes after dismissal.  Students waiting for 
parents or rides need to wait in the area by the flag pole. 

 
Students participating in after school activities will be picked up immediately at the scheduled end of the 
activity.  Repeated late pick up may result in the student being declared ineligible to participate in the 
activity. 

 

Lost and Found (K-8) 
 

Please mark your childôs property (lunch boxes, backpacks, coats and gloves) with their name. Items that 
are left in the Lost and Found are donated to local charities at the end of each quarter 

 

Lunch 
** Watch for possible updates to this section.  RHPCS is currently working toward the addition of 

a school lunch program that may be implemented during the 2011-2012 school year.** 

¶ Cafeteria services are not currently available at RHPCS.  Different vendors bring in lunches on a 
daily basis, and sign up forms are sent home monthly.    

¶ Minimal lunch supplies are on hand through the contributions of parents for when a child forgets 
his/her lunch.  However, this is not guaranteed.   

¶ Since cafeteria services are not available, Rolling Hills does not participate in the free and reduced 
lunch program.   

 
Medicine and Medical Related Issues (K-8) 
 

Rolling Hills Public Charter School does not have a nurse on staff.  Our secretary and 
administrator assume the function of ñschoolò nurse when required. 

 
  Medication Procedure 

 
Medication should be taken at home.  However, if a child is to take prescription medication during school 
hours, an ñAuthorization to Give Prescription Medicationò form must be submitted to the school office. 
Forms are available in the school office. The form needs to be signed by a parent or guardian. One form 
is required for each medication.  An updated authorization form will be required each time a change is 
made in the prescription.   

 
 Medication must be delivered to school by the parent. The medication must be in the original 
 container with specific instructions for administration. No more than one weekôs supply is to be brought t
 o school. All medication will be kept in a secure area in the school office. Medication will not be 
 kept in the classroom. This includes inhalers. It is the studentôs responsibility to come to the office 
 at the appropriate time to take the medication.  Teachers will be given a list of their students that have 
 medications at the office. 
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 Non Prescription Medications 
 
 The following non-prescription medications will be kept on hand in the school office: 

¶ Acetaminophen (i.e., Tylenol) 

¶ Ibuprofen (i.e., Advil) 

¶ Antacid / calcium supplement (i.e., Tums) 

¶ Cough Suppressant Drop (i.e., Halls) 
 

These medications may be dispersed to your child for minor illness and/or discomfort with your 
authorization by completed ñAuthorization to Administer Non-prescription Medicationò form on file in the 
school office. 

 
Illnesses (K-8) 

 

When a child does not feel well, parents are faced with a decision: should they keep their sick child at 
home or send them off to school?  Often the way a child looks and acts can make the decision an obvious 
one.  A sick child cannot learn effectively and is unable to participate in classes in a meaningful way. 
Keeping a sick child home prevents the spread of illness in the school community and allows the child an 
opportunity to rest and recover.  

When determining whether to send your child to school, please consider these guidelines: 

¶ Colds: Please keep your child at home if he/she has a fever over 100 degrees or is 
experiencing discomfort that would interfere with his/her ability to perform in school. (i.e. 
uncontrollable coughing, severe lack of energy). If your child experiences green nasal 
discharge that continues throughout the day, or a cough lasting longer than ten days, or is 
accompanied by fever or chills and is productive of discolored sputum, consult with your 
physician.  

¶ Conjunctivitis (pink-eye): Following a diagnosis of bacterial conjunctivitis, the child may 
return to school after the first dose of prescribed medication. Students with viral infection may 
return when eyes are clear. 

¶ Diarrhea/Vomiting: A child with diarrhea and /or vomiting should stay at home and return to 
school only after being symptom-free for 24 hours. 

¶ Fever: The child should remain at home with a fever greater than 100°. The child can return 
to school after he/she has been fever free for 24 hours (without fever-reducing medicine such 
as Tylenol or Motrin). 

¶ Impetigo: The child with impetigo may return to school 24 hours after treatment has begun. 
A doctorôs note or proof of prescription is recommended. 

¶ Rashes: Common infectious diseases with rashes are most contagious in the early stages. A 
child with a suspicious rash should return to school only after a health care provider has 
made a diagnosis and authorized the childôs return to school.  

¶ Strep Throat: A child with strep throat may return to school 24 hours after antibiotic 
treatment has begun. 

¶ Any other contagious condition 

A child should not attend school if he/she has any contagious condition including, but not limited to: 
chicken pox, mumps, rash, head lice, or scabies. 

 

Head Lice 
It is the procedure of Rolling Hills Public Charter School to exclude all students who are found to have 
head lice, including the presence of nits (eggs). If nits or live lice are still present, the child will be sent 
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home and will not be readmitted until there is no evidence of head lice. A parent MUST accompany the 
child upon his/her return to school. A form stating the remedy used, dates treated, and parent signature 
must be submitted at this time. 
 

  Keeping Your Child Home Sick From School: (refer also to information in the Attendance section of handbook) 

If your child is going to be absent from school, a parent or guardian needs to call the school at 939-5400 
or email to contact@rhpcs.org before 7:45  a.m.   If we donôt hear from you, we are obligated to verify the 
absence.  Please provide the following information: 
 

   a. Parent or guardianôs name 
   b. Studentôs name and grade 
   c. Reason for absence 
   d. Estimated date of return 

A physicianôs letter documenting the need for absence from school is required for absences due to illness 
that will cause the student to not meet the 96% attendance requirement. 
 

                                               

  Immunizations (K-8) 

 
39-4801. IMMUNIZATION REQUIRED. Except as provided in section 39-4802, Idaho Code, any child in 
Idaho of school age may attend grades preschool and kindergarten through twelve (12) of any public, 
private or parochial school operating in this state if otherwise eligible, provided that upon admission, the 
parent or guardian shall provide an immunization record to the school authorities regarding the child's 
immunity to certain childhood diseases. This record, signed by a physician or his representative or 
another licensed health care professional, shall verify that such child has received, or is in the process of 
receiving immunizations as specified by the state board of health and welfare, or can effectively 
demonstrate, through verification n a form approved by the department of health and welfare, immunity 
gained through prior contraction of the disease.  Immunizations required and the manner and frequency 
of their administration shall be as prescribed by the state board of health and welfare and shall conform to 
recognized standard medical practices in the state. The state board of health and welfare, in cooperation 
with the state board of education and the Idaho school boards association, shall promulgate appropriate 
rules for the enforcement of the required immunization program and specify reporting requirements of 
schools, pursuant to the provisions of chapter 52, title 67, Idaho Code. 

 
Rolling Hills Public Charter School will adhere to the immunization requirements of the Idaho School 
Immunization Law (IDAPA 16.02.15).  Changes to this law were approved by the Idaho State Legislature 
and became effective April 7, 2011. Details of the current requirements can be found on the Idaho 
Immunizations Program's School Immunization webpage found at www.immunizeidahoschools.com.  
 The requirements for the 2011-2012 school year are as follows: 

 

MINIMUM IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL ENTRY (Preschool & K-12)  
Immunization Requirement by Age  Doses of Vaccines Required  
Children born on or before September 1, 1999 
must have a minimum of:  

(4) Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (DTaP)  
(1) Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)  
(3) Polio  
(3) Hepatitis B  

 
Children born after September 1, 1999 through 
September 1, 2005 must have a minimum of:  

 
(5) Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (DTaP)2  
(2) Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)  
(3) Polio  
(3) Hepatitis B  

 
Children born after September 1, 20051 must have a 
minimum of:  

 
(5) Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (DTaP)2  
(2) Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)  
(4) Polio3  

(3) Hepatitis B  
(2) Varicella (Chickenpox)4  

mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
http://www.immunizeidahoschools.com/
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(2) Hepatitis A  

 
Additional 7th GRADE IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS  
Immunization Requirement by Grade  Doses of Vaccines Required  
Children admitted to 7th grade during or after the 
2011-2012 school year must meet the following 
minimum immunization requirements in addition to 
school entry requirements:  

(1) Tetanus, Diphtheria, Pertussis (Tdap)  
(1) Meningococcal  

 
1. Preschool children need only be age-appropriately immunized with the required vaccines.  
2. DTaP: The 5th dose is not necessary if the 4th dose was administered at age 4 years or older.  
3. Polio: The 4th dose is not necessary if the 3th dose was administered at age 4 years or older and at least 6 months after previous 
dose.  
4. Varicella: History of chickenpox disease documented by a physician or licensed health care professional meets the requirement.  

 
If your child is not immunized due to medical, religious, or philosophical reasons, an Idaho 
Certificate of Immunization Exemption must be completed and provided for your childôs school 
records.  A copy of this form is available at the school office. 
 

According to state law, we cannot allow your child to attend school unless we receive evidence that the 
above requirements are met prior to the first day of his/her attendance at RHPCS. Failure to receive the 
above vaccinations will result in your child being excluded from school in accordance with IDAPA 
16.02.15, section 102.03.  If you have questions or concerns regarding immunizations, please discuss 
these with your child's doctor.  You can also find more valuable information at:  
www.immunizeidahoschools.com  
 

 

Injury/Illness (K-8) 
 

 We can only administer simple first aid. Parents will be notified if a student is/becomes ill or injured at 
school.  Generally, students with anything more than a slight fever require a parent/guardian pick-up. In 
 emergency cases, where parents cannot be contacted, the school will call for assistance from 
 paramedics. The cost of transport by paramedics and/or ambulance will be the responsibility of the 
 parents (see insurance). IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE HAVE YOUR CURRENT HOME AND 
 BUSINESS TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND TWO EMERGENCY CONTACT PERSONS.  PARENTS 
 ARE REQUIRED TO PROMPTLY NOTIFY THE SCHOOL OF ANY ADDRESS OR PHONE CHANGES. 

 
Mission Statement 

 
The mission of our school to is to kindle understanding and knowledge, imbue students with wisdom; and, 
cultivate the ability of each student while inspiring genius where we find it. 

  

Philosophy Statement  
Rolling Hills Public Charter School is a ñHarbor Method Schoolò  centered on the belief that when 
students are given a learning environment with low threat to their personal safety and self esteem, and 
highly challenging academic content is presented, the inevitable outcome is accelerated learning. 

 
Rolling Hills Public Charter School is committed to providing a positive, safe and drug-free environment, 
which enhances self-esteem, provides exemplary role models, and optimizes each studentôs potential. 

  
Rolling Hills Public Charter School promotes personal responsibility, critical thinking and individual 
respect. Rolling Hills Public Charter School students demonstrate the six pillars of character 
(trustworthiness, responsibility, caring, respect, fairness and citizenship) in their daily interaction with 
peers, staff and the community. 

  

http://www.immunizeidahoschools.com/
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Rolling Hills Public Charter School faculty and staff will be highly qualified and dedicated and offer 
academic excellence. Rolling Hills Public Charter School students will be well-prepared for high school 
and college.  Teachers will use an array of academic tools to promote higher-level thinking processes that 
foster effective communication skills, interpersonal skills, personal and social responsibility, thinking and 
reasoning skills, expanding and integrating knowledge, and learning-to-learn.   

  
Rolling Hills Public Charter parents are actively involved, sending their child to school prepared to learn. 
They will understand their childôs individual academic and social progress and encourage their child to put 
forward his or her best effort, while taking responsibility for his or her own actions.  

  
Vision 
The vision at Rolling Hills Public Charter School is to provide a distinctive, academically rigorous learning 
experience in an educational environment where all students can excel and feel safe to explore. The 
teaching faculty and staff will model an attitude of respect for individual differences and demonstrate a 
strong commitment to high behavioral standards. Rolling Hills Public Charter School will welcome the 
support of parents, extended family, and the local business community, as we foster life-long learners 
through an overall enriching curriculum. 

 

 
Parent Faculty Organization (PFA) 
 

 PFA Vision 

The PFA supports the RHPCS faculty, administration, and Board of Directors to enhance our childrenôs 
educational experience. This year the PFA plans to sponsor curriculum enrichment programs such as 
field trips, cultural events, and other activities. All of the PFA-sponsored events and fundraisers directly 
benefit our children.  

 Why Join RHPCS PFA? 

¶ Get Connected. There's no better way to know what's happening at RHPCS. 

¶ Tap into a Network. Parenting is not easy -- it helps to share ideas, concerns and experiences with 
other parents and educators in the community. PFA functions are opportunities to meet other 
parents and teachers, building rapport and discussing issues that are on your mind. 

¶ Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering with RHPCS PFA, you gain valuable experiences. It's an 
opportunity to put your skills and hobbies to good use for a good cause -- your child and all children 
in our school community. 

¶ Speak Up. Because the PFA is a forum for exchanging ideas, you are encouraged to make 
suggestions. 

¶ Witness Improvement. By getting involved at RHPCS you'll be part of the solution, helping make 
positive changes. The PFA plays an important role in fundraising to provide building improvements, 
curriculum-based programs, and social events -- all vital to a school's success. 

PFA Executive Council  

 The Executive Council is the governing body of the RHPCS PFA and provides organization and 
 direction for the general administration of the PFA. The Council meets throughout the school year to 
 discuss and address issues as well as to work on events and activities that will help support, promote, 
 and enhance the vision of the PFA. 

2011-2012 Executive Council Members 

¶ President  - Catherine Moore 

¶ Vice-President ï Dena DiMeglio 

¶ Secretary ï Cindy Johnson 
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¶ Treasurer ï Carla Carley 

¶ Parliamentarian ï Shannon Wardle 

¶ Teacher Liaison ï TBD 

 
Piano and Music 
 

Music and Piano Education 
 
 I. Music Curriculum Overview 

A. All students, starting Kindergarten and progressively through 8
th
 grade, learn 119 music 

concepts. 
B. In Kindergarten, students are taught 32 concepts ï every consecutive year, students learn 

another 32 concepts to add  to what they have already learned the previous year.  
C. By Grades 6-8, the students would have learned all 119 concepts. 
D. Piano Curriculum 

1. Piano curriculum is integrated into and directly correlates with the music 
curriculum ï each grade learns certain amount of concepts/songs and 
progressive learns more, building on previous concepts. 

 II. Grades K-8 
A.  1

st
 grade ï 22 concepts/songs - including correct hand position, musical keyboard alphabet 

and rhythm 
B.  2

nd
 grade ï Learns 15 new piano pieces 

C.  3
rd

 grade ï Learns 25 new piano pieces 
D.  4

th
 grade -  Learns 12 new piano pieces 

E.  5
th
 grade ï Learns 12 new piano pieces 

F.  6
th
 ï 8

th
 grade ï Learns 4 new songs in addition to learning chords 

 
Playground Rules 
 
 All playground rules should be upheld by all students and enforced by staff. These rules are put into 
 place to ensure the safety of ALL students on the playground. 
 

¶ No running on the wood chips around the bars inside of the concrete area. 

¶ Keep your hands to yourself.   The only exception to this rule is if you are playing tag.  In the 
game of tag you may use a gentle one hand touch. 

¶ No wrestling.  Even play wrestling has the potential to hurt someone, so no wrestling whatsoever 
will be permitted. 

¶ Always stay on the playground within the sight of the duty.   Students will not be permitted 
on the sides of the building or inside the building without permission. 

¶ Shoes MUST remain on your feet at all times. 

¶ No play guns or fighting.  

¶ Monkey bars and Side bars: 
o Bars are one way only. Students should start on the sides with the step-ups. 
o Next in line should not begin until previous user is off the equipment. 
o No climbing on top of the monkey/side bars. 
o No hanging from limbs other than arms. 
o No throwing balls or playing soccer within the concrete area on the wood chips. 

¶ Pull up bars: 
o Students may not sit up on any bar that they cannot reach from the ground flat footed. 
o Only one person on pull-up bars at a time. 
o Spins are permitted as long as you check your surrounding area to insure you to not kick 

anyone (safety first). 
o If lines occur, next in line needs to tell schoolmate they would like a turn, and participating 

student should let the waiting student use the equipment within 30 seconds. 
 

All other playground games will have their rules posted on the playground. Students will be expected to 
follow the posted rules provided. 
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Public Records Request Procedure 
 
 Rolling Hills follows Idaho Statute Idaho Code §§ 9-337 through 9-350 for filling all public records 
 request.  Requestors need to submit request to publicrecordrequest@rhpcs.org or at the front desk of 
 the school. 
 

Grade Promotion 
 

5th & 6th Grade 
 

¶ Studentsô receiving a ñCò or better grade average will be promoted to the next grade level. 

¶ Students who do not obtain this academic goal and receive letter grades of ñDò or ñFò in 3 or 
more of the core subject areas (math, language arts, science, and social studies) may be 
recommended to the Board of Directors for retention. Each case will be determined 
individually. 

¶ Generally, students recommended for retention shall receive the ñreturning studentò 
preference for purposes of the lottery. *Attendance and effort are factors. 

 
7th & 8th Grade 

 

¶ Students shall be required to attain a minimum of 95% of their credits in order to be promoted 
to the next grade level. 

¶ 7th and 8th Grade teachers assign letter grades according to the following scale:  
Á 90-100% = A  Excellent 
Á 80-89%  = B Above Average 
Á 70-79%  = C  Average 
Á 60-69%  = D Below Average 
Á 0-59% = F  Failing (no credit) 

¶ Students will not be allowed to lose a full year of credit in one area (i.e. a student would not 
be able to fail a full year of math) and automatically move on to the next grade level. 

¶ Additionally, if a student receives a letter grade of low ñCò or ñDò, although they will receive 
credit and may be promoted to the next grade level, they will be counseled to repeat the 
course in order to master the concepts required for success at the next course level, 
particularly in math. 

¶ Students not meeting (or in jeopardy of not meeting) credit requirements will be given an 
opportunity to recover credits either at the end of the school day or during summer school in 
order to be eligible for promotion to the next grade level. An appropriate fee will be charged to 
the parent for credit recovery courses. 

¶ *Attendance and effort is a factor. 

 
Credit Requirements for Promotion (7th & 8th Only) 
 

¶ Language Arts 1 credit per semester 

¶ Math 1 credit per semester 

¶ Science 1 credit per semester 

¶ Social Studies 1 credit per semester 
 

Total Credits Possible 8 credits per year 
 

Grade Promotion & the RHPCS Enrollment/Lottery Process 

¶ In the event that teacher/school records indicate contributing factors of poor attendance 
and/or consistent failure to complete school work assignments, the student will not be eligible 
to retain a seat in the current grade or to recover credits through an alternate route. In other 
words, the student will not be eligible for the ñreturning studentò preference for purposes of 
the lottery. The student will be allowed to apply through the schoolôs lottery process to re-
enter and repeat or recover credits for the grade level that was not completed successfully. 

http://www3.state.id.us/idstat/TOC/09003KTOC.html
mailto:publicrecordrequest@rhpcs.org
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¶ Because the annual lottery occurs in the spring, prior to the end of the current school year, 
the 3rd quarter report card will be evaluated for those students in 5th-8th grade to determine 
which students may be entered in the lottery to repeat or recover credits for their current 
grade level. This will allow the student an equal opportunity to be drawn in the lottery, 
although the final decision for retention will be made at the end of the school year when final 
grades have been determined. It is the parent/guardianôs responsibility to enter the studentôs 
name in the lottery, per recommendation of the Rolling Hills Public Charter School Board or 
designee, by completing a lottery application and following all of the same deadline 
procedures as outlined in the lottery policy. 

 
Stakeholder Surveys  
 
 Surveys will be done at least once a year to help with identify areas of satisfaction and to improve areas 
 if necessary. 

 

Textbooks (K-8) 

 Students are responsible for textbooks assigned to them.  Texts that are lost, stolen or show excessive 
 wear or damage are charged to the pupil.  It is recommended that students keep all texts covered. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Helping your school helps your childôs education! Rolling Hills Public Charter School and the RHPCS PFA 
are successful in part because of great volunteers. Through volunteer efforts, students benefit in many 
areas from individual assistance to classroom celebrations and school-wide activities. Active involvement 
keeps parents informed regarding school happenings.   RHPCS places high importance on the value 
benefits of volunteer service to our school.  As such, our school families are expected to volunteer a 

minimum of 40 hours per school year, or 10 hours per quarter.  See the information about 
RHPCSô Family Volunteer Program found on Pages 11 & 12 of this handbook. 

Feel free to contact the school office with any questions at contact@rhpcs.org.   We look forward to 
volunteers helping make this another successful year for RHPCS! 

In order to insure consistency for all adults volunteering in the school, we will provide a basic level of 
training and orientation regarding school and classroom rules, policies, and procedures. Adults wishing 
to volunteer at RHPCS must attend one of the two currently scheduled Volunteer Training / 
Orientation dates.  This training will last approximately one (1) hour.  

Training / Orientation dates for adults wishing to volunteer at RHPCS during the 2011-2012 school year 
are listed below. 

Volunteer Training / Orientation Dates: 
Tuesday, August 23, 2011 ï 6:30 pm 

or Thursday, September 01, 2011, 7:00 pm 

The following guidelines will be in effect for volunteers throughout the 2011-2012 school year.   

 Volunteer training is mandatory prior to volunteering in the classroom or school.   

 Volunteers need only attend 1 training / orientation session.   Once you have attended a training / 
 orientation you are certified as a volunteer for the entire year.  

 The first day for volunteering at RHPCS is Tuesday, September 06, 2011.   

   

mailto:contact@rhpcs.org
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Visitors 
 
 Rolling Hills Public Charter School recognizes that parents and other citizens may wish to visit the 
 schoolôs classrooms to observe the work of students, teachers and other school personnel.  However, 
 because schools are a place of work and learning, certain limits must be set for such visits. The 
 Administrator is responsible for all persons in the building and on the grounds.  
 
 For these reasons, the following rules apply to visitors on school property: 
 

¶ Anyone who is not a staff member or student of the school will be considered a visitor. 

¶ All visitors to the school must report to the office upon arrival at the school.  They will be required to 
sign in at the visitor/volunteer computer and will be issued a visitorôs identification badge.  This badge 
must be worn at all times while on school property.  

¶ Visitors attending school functions that are open to the public, such as parent-teacher meetings or 
public gatherings, are not required to register.  

¶ Parents or citizens who wish to observe a classroom while school is in session are required to 
arrange such visits in advance with the building Administrator.  This will ensure that class disruptions 
are kept to a minimum, and provide enough advance time so that the visit can be scheduled into the 
administratorôs schedule. 

¶ Volunteers who have attended volunteer training are free to move about the building once they have 
signed in at the volunteer computer. 

¶ Unannounced drop-in visits are not allowed. 

¶ Teachers are not expected to take class time to discuss individual matters with visitors.  

 
Visitors or Siblings in Class or on Field Trips 
 
 Students are not allowed to have other student visitors or siblings accompany them as visitors for the 
 day, or on field trips 

 
 

Withdrawal (K-8) 
 
 The procedure for withdrawal is as follows: 
 

¶ Students may be administratively withdrawn from school for non-attendance. 

¶ Authorization for withdrawal must be made by telephone or in person by the parent/guardian. 

¶ Obtain appropriate forms from the secretary. 

¶ Return all school and books - make sure all fees and fines are paid. 

¶ Check with the kitchen for refunds or charges to be paid. 

¶ Take all completed forms to the receptionist for final check-out. 

¶ Transfer records for students going to other schools will be mailed upon request of that school. 
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Computer, Internet & Network Use Procedure 

 
 

Please Print This Page and Return to RHPCS ï 1 per student 
 

Parents or Guardians Permission Letter 
 
We are pleased to offer students of Rolling Hills Public Charter School (RHPCS) access to the computer network for Internet access.  To gain access, all 

students under the age of 18 must obtain parental permission and must sign and return this form.   

 

The Internet is a global network that will provide your child with access to a wide range of information from across the world.  Use of the Internet for 
educational projects will assist in preparing your child for success in life and work in the 21st Century.  

  

While it is our intent to make Internet access available to further educational goals and learning objectives, students may find ways to access information that 
is objectionable.  Our school will restrict access to material that is inappropriate in the school environment and is working to install software that filters or 

limits access to this type of information.  The school believes that the benefits to students from accessing the Internet and collaboration through the use of 

technology far exceed the disadvantages. 
  

Ultimately, however, parents, and guardians of minors are responsible for setting and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using 

media and information sources. 

 

The following are not permitted: 

   

¶ Sending or displaying offensive messages or pictures  

¶ Using obscene language  

¶ Harassing, insulting or attacking others  

¶ Damaging computers, computer systems or computer networks  

¶ Violating U.S., state & local laws including all copyright laws 

¶ Using others' login IDs & passwords  

¶ Trespassing in others' folders, work or files  

¶ Intentionally wasting limited technology resources  

¶ Employing the network for commercial or political purposes 

 

Violations of the policy may result in a loss of privileges as well as other disciplinary or legal action. 

 
Finally, RHPCS retains control, custody, and supervision of all computers, networks, and Internet services owned or leased by the school.  RHPCS reserves 
the right to monitor all computer and Internet activity by students. Students have no expectations of privacy in the use of school computers, including e-mail 

and stored files.  

 

 

User Agreement and Parent Permission Form 

As a user of the Rolling Hills Public Charter School computer network, I have read, I understand and I hereby agree to comply with the 

Rolling Hills Public Charter School computer, Internet and network use policy. 

 

Studentôs Name (please print) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Studentôs Signature _______________________________________ School ___________________ Grade _____ 

 

As the parent or legal guardian of the minor student signing above, I grant permission for my son or daughter to access networked 

computer services such as the Internet.  I understand that individuals and families may be held liable for violations.  I understand that some 

materials on the Internet may be objectionable, but I accept responsibility for guidance of Internet use, setting and conveying standards for 

my daughter or son to follow when selecting, sharing or exploring information and media. 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print) ____________________________________ Home Phone ______________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________________________ Date___________________ 
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RHPCS Athletics & Recreation Participation Form ï Page 1 
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